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BACKGROUND MODERNIZINGCANADA’SPOLICYFOR
RADIOACTIVEWASTEMANAGEMENTANDDECOMMISSIONING

Canada has been a world leader in the development and deployment of nuclear technology for decades. Fuelled by the world’s richest deposits of uranium from Saskatchewan, nuclear energy has enabled Canada to have one of the most sustainable energy mixes worldwide. Nuclearenergy is recognized internationally as playing an important role in meetingclimate targetsandachieving a net-zero emissions economy by 2050. As a non-emitting source of energy, it has also contributed to human health by helping to reduce airpollution. Canadian nuclear technology has supplied the world with radioisotopes for life-saving cancertreatmentsand medical diagnoses. Itsupports Canadian industries, such as the agriculture, aviation, miningand petroleum industries. Moreover, nuclear technology has made it possible for scientists in our universities and research establishments to engage in ground-breaking research.

Nuclearresearch

Nuclear research and development, and the development and use of nuclear technology, however, result in the production of technologies, produce radioactive waste. Radioactive waste consists of a gas, liquid, sludgegases, liquids, sludges or solid thathas been declared as waste and contains a nuclearsubstance in excess of the clearance or exemption criteriaand without foreseeable use. Whilesolids that contain a nuclear substance and are by-products of nuclear fuel production and nuclear reactor operation.  It also includes materials that have become contaminated with radioactivity by contact with other radioactive wasteis produced as partofwastes.  

Radioactive waste is generated during the normal operation of nuclearuranium mines, mills, fuel fabrication facilities, reactors and other nuclear facilities; including theirduring decommissioning, it activities.  It also may be produced as a result of nuclearornuclear or radiological emergencies. 

NaturallyOccurring Radioactive Material(NORM)is materialfound in the environment that contains radioactive elements of naturalorigin. Itis often found in its naturalstate in sand or rocks, but is also associated with industrial processes and othersituations not relatedto the use of nuclear technology. NORM is regulatedby the provinces and territories and, therefore, does not fall within the scope of this policy.
Radioactive waste emits ionizing radiation, including alpha particles, beta particles, gamma rays and neutrons.  These projectiles damage cells and genetic material.  Higher levels of exposure to ionizing radiation cause prompt observable tissue damage; lower levels can lead to cancer, genetic damage, cardiovascular disease and immune system disorders many years after exposure. 

Recognizing that radioactive waste can remain hazardous for very long periods of time, waste producers, owners and operators of facilities must manage radioactive waste in a manner that protects health, safety, security and the environment over the long-term, bearing in mind that future generations will have to assume responsibility in case of containment failure.

Classes of radioactive waste

For any given sample of radioactive waste, information about its physical, mechanical, chemical, radiological and biological properties is essential for proper classification.  Particular attention must be paid to the mobility and bioavailability of each radionuclide in the natural environment.  Radioactive waste must be characterized and classified according to a national standard.  Provision must be made for careful retention of records, knowledge and memory of radioactive waste.  Future risks associated with waste storage, handling, packaging, transport and long-term management must be kept to a minimum.

In Canada, four classes of radioactive waste are recognized:
	
 High-level radioactive waste is mainly the used nuclear fuel from commercialpowercommercial power reactors used to generate electricityandfrom researchreactors.and from research reactors. It constitutes the smallest volume a smaller percentage of total radioactive waste volume than low and intermediate level wastes, but presents the highest hazardlevel of waste due to the highhazard level ofowing to its intense radiation and, the significant heat thatitthat it releases, and the long period of time forduring which it remains a hazard. High-levelradioactivelevel radioactive waste requires shielding, remote handling and, long-term isolation and monitoring for hundreds of thousands of years.
	
 Intermediate-levelradioactive wasteis level radioactive waste is also high-hazard wasterequiring waste.  It requires long-term isolation and monitoring, and may require remote handling and isolationshielding, but it does not produce the same level of heat as thatassociated with high-level radioactive waste. Itincludes filters or other materialsthatare part of the operatingsystems of nuclear reactorsand may have been in close contactwith nuclear fuel.
	Low-level radioactive wastecontributes the largestvolume of high-level radioactive waste next to uranium mine and mill tailings.It releaseslow levels of radiation and may be handled withprotective . It includes large pieces of equipment. This class of waste can include contaminatedbuilding materials, clothing, tools or soils, and vegetationcontaminatedby past managementpractices.Within the low-level radioactive waste classification, thereare two sub-groups: (i) very low-level radioactivewaste, and (ii) very short-lived low-level radioactivewaste.As theirnames imply, both classes involve weighing hundreds of tons that are highly radioactive, as well as other parts of the reactor cores and cooling systems that have been in close proximity to nuclear fuel. Waste that contains radionuclides with long half-lives and remains a hazard for thousands of years or more is included in the intermediate-level waste class.   Waste that contains radionuclides with short half-lives but has high levels of radioactivity, such as certain disused radioactive sources, is also classified as intermediate level. 
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wastes emittinglevels of radiation that just meetor exceed the minimum levels requiring regulation. They are considered low-hazard wastesthatdo not require a high degreeof containment or isolation. The very short-lived, low-level radioactive waste sub-group consists of wastes containing radionuclides thatdecay quickly.
	
 Low-level radioactive waste constitutes the largest volume of radioactive waste apart from uranium mine and mill tailings. It releases low levels of radiation and may be handled with protective equipment.  It poses significant health risks if component radionuclides are dispersed in the environment and subsequently inhaled or ingested. This class of waste can include building materials, clothing, tools, soils, and vegetation contaminated by past management practices.

 Uranium mine and mill tailings constitute the largestvolume of radioactive waste in Canadaand have resulted from the, resulting from mining and processing of uranium to produce nuclearfuel.

Protectingthe health, safety and security of people and the environment is the federal government’s top priority when it comes to nuclear energyand radioactive waste. To this end, the federalgovernment is committedto continuous improvement with respectto ensuring that safe solutions are in place for managingradioactive waste and decommissioning for generationsto come. All radioactive waste nuclear fuel and other nuclear products, represent a very large volume of long-lived radioactive waste in Canada is currently being safely managedin compliance with Canadian legislation and.  Much of this waste remains in accordancethe local environment and has not yet been dealt with internationalstandards atfacilities thatare licensed by Canada’sindependent nuclear regulator―the CanadianNuclear Safety Commission (CNSC).

Recognizingthatradioactive waste can remain hazardous for very long periods of time, waste producers and owners must manage and dispose of radioactive waste in a manner thatprotectshuman health, safety, security and the environment over the long-term. Federal oversightin a satisfactory manner for the long term. Uranium is both a radioactive substance and regulationensure that this takes place, as the federal government is responsible for nuclear matters.Inthe areaof radioactive waste managementand decommissioning, like in other areasof the nuclear field, the federal government has developeda chemical hazard.  Uranium mill tailings often contain toxic heavy metals that are a source of surface and maintains a frameworkof policies for radioactive waste management and decommissioninggroundwater contamination.

OBJECTIVES AND COMMITMENTS

The Government of Canada’s visionobjectives for radioactive waste managementandmanagement and decommissioning isare as follows:

-	 Radioactive waste iswill be prevented or minimized, as far as practicable, aspeople in Canada continue to benefit from the usetaking into account both waste volume and levels of nuclear technology in the energy, medicaland industry sectorsradioactivity;
-	
- Detailed plans for decommissioning and disposal of waste will be prepared at project inception; 

- Radioactive waste will be properly characterized and classified, with priority given to distinguishing low-level waste from intermediate-level waste, so that shielding and long term storage requirements for the latter can be properly addressed;

- Radioactive waste will be contained and monitored to ensure it remains isolated from the accessible biosphere for the time frame relevant to the category of waste;

-The ”polluter pays” principle will be implemented by requiring  polluters  to provide secure and adequate financing for decommissioning and waste management expenses, including a contingency fund for future remediation efforts, while following strict management practices that prevent damage to human health or the environment; 

- All radioactive waste and decommissioning activitiesandactivities and all radioactive waste management facilities and sites arewill be safely managedbymanaged by waste producers and, owners and facility operators, and regulatedbyregulated by the nuclear regulator(CNSC) to protecthumanprotect human health, safety, security and the environment over the long term; 
-	
- Radioactive waste producers and, owners, facility operators, governments, Indigenous peoples, scientific experts, civil society groups and other interested Canadians and communities regularlycollaboratewill regularly collaborate on and contribute, in an open and transparentmannertransparent manner, to the planning, development, review and implementation of an integratedstrategyforradioactive waste managementand decommissioning for Canada;
-	By 2050, key elements of Canada’s radioactive waste disposal infrastructure arein place, and planning is well under wayfor the remaining facilities necessary to accommodate all of Canada’s currentand future radioactive wastes;
-	Canada’sadvances in technology and approaches to radioactive waste managementand decommissioning, its consistent fulfillment of international commitments and obligations, and its contributions to international discourse and practicesin these areasestablish the country as a centre of expertise and leadership; and
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-	Canada’scommitment to implementing the UnitedNations Declarationon the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Actand the relatedAction Plan will be respected with regardto radioactive waste managementand decommissioning.

To achieve its vision, the Government of Canada is modernizing its Policy Frameworkfor Radioactive Waste. This draftPolicy for RadioactiveWaste Managementand Decommissioning comprises a set of policy principlesintegrated strategy for radioactive waste managementandmanagement and decommissioning that will guide the federal government’sdirection.for Canada; and


- Recognizing that radioactive waste may remain hazardous for very long periods of time, waste producers and owners will manage and dispose of radioactive waste in a manner that protects human health, safety, security and the environment over the long-term.

These principlesobjectives advance threekey areasto be prioritized in terms of federalgovernment commitmentsthree key federal government priorities:
(i)	health, safety, security and protection of the environment;

(i) Protecting the health, safety and security of people and the environment. This is the federal government’s top priority when it comes to nuclear energy and radioactive waste. To this end, the federal government is committed to continuous improvement with respect to managing radioactive waste and decommissioning for generations to come. 

(ii)	openness, transparencyand Openness, transparency and inclusive engagementtoencourageengagement to encourage the timely development of the necessary infrastructure for effectively dealing with all of Canada’sradioactiveCanada’s radioactive waste and decommissioning activities;and.

(iii)	global Global excellence in the fields of radioactive waste managementand management and decommissioning.


Canada’sdraftCanada’s Policy foron Radioactive Waste ManagementandManagement and Decommissioning would establish the overall principles to guide, which is set out below, comprises a series of policy commitments for radioactive waste managementanddecommissioning. management and decommissioning. 


CANADA’S POLICY ON RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT AND DECOMMISSIONING

The government is committed to ensuring that responsibilities are clearly delineated, and that the necessary policy and legislative framework are in place to establish requirements, guidance, licensing and compliance in these priority areas. This applies to waste arising both from normal operations and decommissioning, and from nuclear or radiological emergencies.

Need for a publicly-owned agency independent of the nuclear industry 

A publicly-owned agency independent of the nuclear industry and government agencies that promote nuclear power will be created to oversee the management of radioactive pollutants and decommissioning of nuclear facilities. The agency will ensure that waste management target schedules are respected and reports on progress according to money spent are made available to the public. The agency's goal will be to avoid short- and long-term social costs and risks, and to ensure that no undue burden is imposed on future generations. Scientific, technical, civil society and social advisory groups, including representation by Indigenous peoples, will be created to support this agency.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHALL:  

Legislation,  and regulations

1.1. Ensure that legislation --particularly the NuclearSafetyNuclear Safety and Control Act, the ImpactAssessmentImpact Assessment Act and the NuclearFuelNuclear Fuel Waste Act, as well as other Acts, associated regulations and other policy tools would-- will further support the implementation of the draftthis Policy; 

1.2. . TheseRegularly review and update relevant legislation and policy tools are regularly reviewedand updated by the federal government, as required, to ensure thattheythat they remain relevantandrelevant and effective. Likewise, the federal government wouldwill regularly review itsthis Policy for RadioactiveWaste ManagementandRadioactive Waste Management and Decommissioning as appropriate, to ensure thatitthat it aligns with InternationalAtomic EnergyAgencyInternational Atomic Energy Agency guidance.;
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MODERNIZING CANADA’S POLICY FOR RADIOACTIVE WASTE MANAGEMENT AND DECOMMISSIONING

The Government ofCanada recognizesthe many nationalbenefitsofnuclear technology, includingzero-emissionselectricity,medical,industrialandresearchapplications.Protecting the health,safetyand security of Canadians and the environment isthe government’stop prioritywhen it comesto nuclear technologyand the resultingradioactivewaste.Canada’s Policy onRadioactive Waste Management and Decommissioning, which isset out below, comprisesa seriesof policycommitmentsand principlesfor radioactivewaste management and decommissioningtosupport this priority.It also prioritizestheGovernment’scommitment to openness,transparency and inclusiveengagement toadvance thetimelydevelopment of infrastructure for effectivelydealingwithallofCanada’s radioactive wasteover the long term, as wellas
1.3. Implement the country’s commitment to achievingglobalexcellenceinradioactivewaste managementUnited Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and decommissioning.

1. Health, safety,security and environmental protection are the federalgovernment’stop prioritiesthe related Action Plan with respectregard to radioactive waste management anddecommissioning. The government is committed to ensuring that responsibilities are clearly delineated, andthat the necessary policy andlegislative framework are in place to establish requirements, guidance, licensing andcompliance in these priority areas. This applies to waste arising both fromnormaloperations and decommissioning, andfrom nuclear or radiological emergencies.and decommissioning;

1.4. Amend the Physical Activities Regulations under the Impact Assessment Act to include construction and operation of new nuclear reactors, decommissioning of nuclear reactors, and all phases in the development, operation and closure of long-term waste management facilities;

1.5. 
The federalgovernment:

1.1. ensuresthat radioactivewastemanagement and decommissioningactivities,including transportation, are carried out in a comprehensiveandintegratedmanner that prioritizesthehealth,safetyand securityof peopleand theenvironment;
Maintain and update its
1.2. has established a legislative and regulatory regime, centered on an independent radioactive waste management and decommissioning agency and an independent nuclear regulator, to overseeand regulateradioactivewasteoversee and regulate radioactive waste management and
 decommissioning,includingfundingandoperationalresponsibilitiesinaccordance with including funding and operational requirements of approved wastedisposaland decommissioningplanswaste management and decommissioning plans;

Infrastructure and process

1.6. Establish an independent, publicly-owned, radioactive waste management and decommissioning agency; 

1.7. Ensure that waste producers, owners and facility operators use common national standards to document and report on their radioactive waste inventories on a regular basis in a transparent manner, with the object of communicating this information effectively to present and future generations;  

1.8. Take
1.3. recognizesthe importanceof ensuringthat allradioactive wastesare controlledand managed properly,and may accept responsibilityforthemanagement of historic radioactivewaste liabilitiesforwhichthe producer no longer existsand thecurrent owner cannot reasonablybe heldresponsible;

1.4. recognizesthe longtime scalesassociated withthe management ofradioactive waste and the associated obligationstoensure ongoingstewardshipof radioactivewaste disposalfacilitiesandsitesonce closed,so that theyremain safeand securefor people and the environment inperpetuity.Thefederalgovernmentensuresthat responsibility for maintaininginstitutionalcontrolsover thevery long term isassignedto an
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appropriate entity,and that there iscontinuityof responsibilityoversuccessiveentities ifnecessary, and, whereno appropriate entityisavailable,it works with other levelsof government to developarrangementsto ensurethat such controls are maintained responsibility for leading an open and transparent process of developing a comprehensive and integrated radioactive waste management and decommissioning strategy for Canada that addresses each of the four radioactive waste classes;
;

1.5. ensuresthat thedeployment ofreprocessingtechnologyin Canada, whichallowsfor the extractionof fissilematerialfrom usednuclear fuel, issubject to policyapproval by the Government of Canada to ensurethat dueconsiderationis givento all relevant factors, includingensuringthe health,safetyand security of peopleinCanada, as well as compliance withinternationalsafeguardsand non-proliferationtreaties,andrespect for environmentalconsiderations.

Waste producers and owners will:

1.6. ensureoptimalprotection of human health,safety,securityand the environment for present and futuregenerationsintheir radioactivewaste management and decommissioningactivities,includingtransportation;

1.7. fund,plan, developandoperate theirradioactive wastemanagement facilities and disposalsites,as wellas the decommissioning,clean-up andclosure of thesefacilities and sites;

1.8. prevent and minimize,as far as practicable, the productionof radioactive waste in their operations,and in the decommissioningand,as applicable,closureof theirfacilities and sites;

1.9. characterize, classifyand document theirradioactive waste in order to defineand implement waste management and decommissioningsolutionsthat are commensurate withtheirrisks in both the short and long term;

Commit to open, transparent and inclusive1.10. decommissionfacilitiesandsiteswithinan appropriatetimeframeto avoid transferring the responsibilitytofuturegenerations,recognizingthat alternativeapproachesmay be justified,subject toapproval by the regulator.

2. The federalgovernment is committed to openness,transparency andinclusive engagement with Indigenouspeoples,Indigenous peoples, provinces, territories, interested communities, scientific experts, waste producers andowners, andother and owners, facility operators, and other interested persons in CanadatoCanada to encourage the timely development and provision of the necessary infrastructure to effectively manage all of Canada’sradioactivewasteCanada’s radioactive waste management and decommissioning activities.;

1.10. The federalgovernment:

2.1. acknowledges,respectsand honours Prioritize the health, safety and security of people and the environment by requiring that radioactive wastes are kept contained and isolated from the biosphere; 



1.11. Accept its responsibility and fulfill its obligations for the management of historic radioactive waste liabilities and decommissioning activities for which the producer no longer exists and the current owner cannot reasonably be held responsible (such as legacy wastes that were generated by federal entities in the formative years of Canadian nuclear research and development);

1.12. Recognize the long time-scales associated with the management of radioactive waste and the associated obligations to ensure ongoing stewardship of radioactive waste disposal facilities and sites; 

1.13. Accept the responsibility for maintaining institutional controls and preserving records, knowledge and memory of radioactive waste over the very long term;

1.14. Forbid the deployment of reprocessing technology in Canada, noting the considerable evidence that reprocessing spent nuclear fuel creates nuclear weapons proliferation risks and international relations concerns, and based on operating experience to date showing that reprocessing facilities are highly contaminating of the local environment; 

1.15. Support scientific and technical research and sharing of operational experience in radioactive waste management and decommissioning in an open and transparent manner, including public input into the setting of research objectives and full public access to scientific and technical research outcomes; 

Engagement with indigenous people

1.16. Acknowledge, respect and honour that First Nations, Inuit and Métis peopleshave uniquestatuspeoples have unique status and rights in Canada, as recognizedand affirmedinrecognized and affirmed in the Constitution Act, 1982, and that the honour of the Crown guidesthe conduct of the Crown in all of itsguides the conduct of the Crown in all of its dealings, including consultation and engagement processes, and that the conduct of the Crown will be guided by any framework, measure or action plan developed by Canada for Indigenous reconciliation, consultation or engagement purposes and that is relevant to radioactive waste management and decommissioning, including any framework, measure or action plan developed as a result of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act;
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dealings,includingconsultationand engagement processes,and that the conduct of the Crown willbeguidedby any framework, measureor action plan developedby Canada for Indigenousreconciliation,consultationorengagement purposesand that is relevant to radioactivewaste management and decommissioning,including any framework,measure or action plan developedasa result of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of IndigenousPeoples Act;

2.2. requiresand overseesthedevelopment,bywasteproducers and owners,of an integratedstrategy for radioactivewaste management and decommissioning, recognizingthe importance of having waste producers and owners document and report on their radioactivewaste inventories,aswellas havingthem advance comprehensiveandintegratedradioactive wastemanagement and decommissioning solutionsina timelymannerto avoidshiftingresponsibilityfortheseactivitiesto futuregenerations;

2.3. recognizesand fulfillsitsobligations,asa waste producer and owner,for radioactive waste management and decommissioningactivitiesassociatedwithhistoricwastes for which no entityis responsible,andlegacywastes that weregeneratedby federal entitiesintheformativeyears of Canadian nuclear research and development.

Waste producers and ownerswill:

2.4. plan radioactivewaste management and decommissioningprojectsinan
1.17. Acknowledge and respect the five principles for radioactive waste management formulated by the Anishinabek/Iroquois Alliance: no abandonment; monitored and retrievable storage; better containment, more packaging; away from major water bodies; no imports or exports of radioactive wastes;

Transport of radioactive waste

1.18. Ensure that there is no transport of radioactive wastes unless there has been full public consultation and transparency about a destination for that waste, which should be a secure approved long term management facility;

1.19. Avoid transporting radioactive waste beyond the minimum distance to a site that provides appropriate conditions for secure long-term management;

1.20. Ensure there is a public registry for the transport and transfers of radioactive waste within Canada or between Canada and foreign countries.  This registry shall identify all instances of export of wastes for processing and return of the processed or residual wastes, and shall also include any changes in waste ownership;

International leadership

1.21. Be committed to providing international leadership and to collaborating on practices, research, science and guidance related to radioactive waste management and decommissioning, as well as to sharing its experiences with and learning from the global community, and to benchmarking against international approaches;

1.22. Seek and provide international expertise, as appropriate, in the fields of radioactive waste management and decommissioning through international collaboration on effective technology, approaches and policies;

1.23. Honour its international obligations and commitments in the area of radioactive waste management and decommissioning;

1.24. Respect international guidance in the area of radioactive waste management and decommissioning and thus ban the in situ decommissioning (entombment) of reactors in respect of the directives of the International Atomic Energy Agency. This applies to both current reactors and new reactors of any size;

No importation of radioactive waste

1.25. Be committed to the principles whereby Canadian-generated radioactive waste is to be disposed of in Canada, and radioactive waste generated in other countries is not to be disposed of in Canada, while acknowledging that management of disused radioactive sources has become  a serious global problem; 

1.26. Assist countries that have purchased Canadian-made radioactive sources in managing them when they become radioactive waste as “disused sources”, including through provision on commercial terms of services and technologies to help isolate the disused sources in their own countries; and

1.27. Ban the importation of radioactive waste, acknowledging that this provides no benefit to Canadians.

THE REGULATOR SHALL: 

1.1. Ensure the protection of the public and the environment from impacts of the mining, processing, utilization, and possession and storage of nuclear materials and the use of nuclear technologies, including the immediate and long-term hazards of radioactive waste;

1.2. Manage radiation exposures and risks associated with the transport of radioactive waste by ensuring compliance with international requirements for waste characterization, packaging, handling, and labelling;

1.3. Ensure public transparency and participation in regulatory and oversight activities, especially those relating to decommissioning and radioactive waste management;

1.4. Report to Parliament through the Minister of the Environment;
1.5. Follow this policy; and

1.6. Establish and enforce legally binding regulations for waste management facilities and decommissioning activities.

WASTE PRODUCERS AND OWNERS, AND FACILITY OPERATORS SHALL:

1.1 Prevent and minimize the production of radioactive waste in the operations of their facilities and sites;

1.2. Apply national standards for characterizing, classifying and documenting their radioactive waste in order to define and implement waste management and decommissioning solutions that are commensurate with the risks in both the short and long term;

1.3. Be responsible for the safety of their radioactive waste management and decommissioning facilities and activities, including transportation, that give rise to radiation exposures;

1.4. Fund, plan, develop and operate their radioactive waste management facilities and disposal sites, as well as the decommissioning, clean-up and closure of these facilities and sites;

1.5. Decommission facilities and sites within an appropriate timeframe to avoid transferring the responsibility to future generations, and justify their selection of a decommissioning strategy in terms of long-term as well as short-term radiation exposures; 

1.6. Be responsible for implementing an overall strategy, developed by the federal government in collaboration with stakeholders, for the management of radioactive waste generated by their facilities; 

1.7. Collaborate with one another to plan and develop waste management and decommissioning approaches that follow the national strategy;

1.8. Demonstrate a commitment to ongoing scientific, technical and safety learning, as well as collaboration, innovation and sharing of operational experience and research in radioactive waste management and decommissioning, including with the public, government and Indigenous entities;

1.9. As a demonstration of the open and transparent manner, withearly in which they operate, maintain and make public their waste inventories, including information on the longevity, mobility and toxicity of key radionuclides, 

1.10. Maintain environmental monitoring programs for all nuclear sites and facilities, including waste management facilities, by monitoring soil, groundwater, surface water, air and vegetation on a regular and ongoing basis, and making results publicly available in a timely manner; 

1.11. Plan radioactive waste management and decommissioning projects in an open and transparent manner, with early and ongoing  input from IndigenouspeoplesIndigenous peoples, provinces, territories, interestedcommunities,scientificexpertsandother interestedpersonsinCanadainterested communities, scientific experts and other interested persons in Canada;

2.5. work1.12. Work in partnershipwithpartnership with First Nations, Inuit and Métis communities to gain a greater understandingof theirIndigenousKnowledge,approachesand understanding of their Indigenous Knowledge, approaches and advice in implementing the siting, construction, operation and monitoringof radioactivewaste, transport and monitoring of radioactive waste management and decommissioningprojectsdecommissioning projects;

2.6. engage withIndigenouspeoples,1.13. Engage with Indigenous peoples, provinces, territories,interestedcommunities, scientificexpertsandother interestedpersonsin  interested communities, scientific experts and other interested persons in Canada to developanddevelop and maintain the programs and practices of the waste producers, owners and facility operators;  adhering to an integratedstrategyintegrated strategy for radioactivewasteradioactive waste management and decommissioningactivitiesdecommissioning activities set by the federal government that defines,reportsonand setsout reports on and sets out approaches for the long-term management, includingdisposal,ofall ofCanada’s  of all of Canada’s current and futureradioactivewastes;

2.7. collaboratewith one anotherto plan and developwastemanagement and decommissioningsolutionsthat benefit from opportunitiesforintegratedradioactive waste management and decommissioningapproachesand infrastructure;
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2.8. demonstratea commitment to ongoingscientific,technicaland safetylearning,as well as collaboration,innovationand sharing of operationalexperienceandresearch in radioactivewaste management and decommissioning.

3. The federalgovernment is committed to globalexcellence in the fields of radioactive waste management anddecommissioning throughinternational collaboration on effective technology, approachesandpolicies, by honouringits international commitments and respecting international guidance, and by providing international expertise asappropriate.

The federalgovernment:

3.1. is committedto providinginternationalleadershipandto collaboratingon practices, research, scienceand guidance relatedtofuture radioactive wastemanagement and decommissioning,aswellas to sharing its experienceswithandlearningfrom the globalcommunity, and to benchmarking against internationalapproaches.wastes;

3.2. honours its internationalobligationsinthearea of radioactive wastemanagement1.14. Collate and decommissioning;

3.3. is committedto respecting internationalguidanceinthe area of record information relevant to safety at all steps in the development and operation of a radioactive waste management and decommissioning,recognizingthat Canada’s domesticcontext may result in the implementationofalternativeapproachesthat are protectiveofhuman health,safety,securityand the environment,andthat are approvedby Canada’s nuclear regulator (theCNSC);facility; 

3.4. is committedto the principleswherebyCanadian-generatedradioactivewastemust be disposedofin Canada, and radioactivewaste generatedin other countriesare not to be disposedofin Canada, recognizingthat exceptionsmaybe made to allowfor the repatriationof disusedradioactivesources to Canada.1.15. Prepare and retain documentary evidence to illustrate that waste has been properly characterized and classified and that the necessary quality of data has been achieved; and

1.16. Ensure that radioactive waste packages and unpackaged radioactive waste comply with established requirements and criteria, are properly emplaced in a well-monitored storage or long-term management facility, and are in a form that can be retrieved should problems arise.
This policy statement has been prepared by Nuclear Waste Watch’s Radioactive Waste Review Group in response to the draft policy issued by Natural Resources Canada on February 1, 2022. This alternative policy statement mirrors the NRCan draft in order and content areas but integrates important changes to bring the policy in line with fundamental principles of transparency, safety and the public good.
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