
 

 

 
 
 
 
July 22, 2026 
 
The Right Honourable Mark Carney,  
Prime Minister  
mark.carney@parl.gc.capm@pm.gc.ca 
 
Dear Prime Minister Carney, 
 
I live in Thunder Bay and am the provincial Member of Parliament for Thunder Bay Superior North. I 
am on behalf of the many constituents who have written and met with me to share their concerns 
about the proposed DGR in our region and the proliferation of new nuclear reactors.  
 
First, I am deeply concerned about the proposal to transfer impact assessments for nuclear and 
uranium projects from the independent Impact Assessment Agency of Canada (IAAC) to the nuclear 
industry-dominated Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission (CNSC).  Limiting Federal review and 
decision-making to no more than one year is unacceptable, as is enabling economic zones where 
normal assessment and permitting processes can be suspended.   
 
Second, it is not legitimate to have the nuclear industry assessing projects that are in its own interest.  
Decisions about nuclear projects must be based on sound information that has been examined and 
tested by the public, independent experts, and an independent review panel. There are reputable 
scientists who have raised serious concerns about the safety of the DGR project; the cost of building 
new nuclear facilities is incredibly high; and, frankly, the more we use nuclear energy, the more waste 
is produced and that is not in the public interest, let alone the interest of the communities that live 
downstream from the DGR.   
 
To reiterate, it is a conflict of interest having those positioned to benefit financially assessing the safety 
and validity of nuclear projects.  The fact that the federal government wants to fast-track these 
projects, by-passing a full environmental, social and economic assessment, strongly signals to the 
public that there are issues the government wants to hide from the people of Canada. 
 
Many people have already invested tens of thousands of hours to participate in the IAAC-led process 
and now your government wants to hand this responsibility over to the CNSC.  Apart from betraying 
the people of Ontario who have already submitted their concerns regarding the DGR – believing that 
the next step was an independent, full environmental, social and economic impact study – having the 
CNSC now responsible for assessing the safety and legitimacy of the project is, as I have already stated, 
a glaring conflict of interest.   
            Page 1/… 



 
 

Your government has stacked the deck to prevent any outcome other than full acceptance, following 
the pretense of a “study” and that is simply a smoke and mirrors exercise to avoid accountability.  
             
The proposals outlined in the discussion paper, frankly, run counter to expert advice on impact 
assessments and will inevitably contribute to the further erosion of the confidence of Canadians in the 
federal regulatory regime.  
 
I urge you to step back from this accelerated process and allow the public and independent experts to 
be heard - and listened to.  Using a truncated processes to approve the most expensive, most 
dangerous option for increasing energy production is undemocratic and further erodes the publics’ 
hope that, rather than acting on behalf of those with the deepest pockets, a government might 
actually act on behalf of the people of Canada. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Lise Vaugeois 
MPP Thunder Bay-Superior North 
 
Cc:  
The Honourable Domenic Leblanc, Minister for One Canadian Economy: dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca; 
CGO-BCP@pco-bcp.gc.ca 
The Honourable Tim Hodgson, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources: tim.hodgson@parl.gc.ca; 
NRCan.Minister-Ministre.RNCan@Canada.ca 
The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, Minister of Environment and Climate Change: 
julie.dabrusin@parl.gc.ca; ministre-minister@ec.gc.ca 
The Honourable Patty Hadju, Minister of Jobs and Families & Minister responsible for the Federal 
Economic Development Agency for Northern Ontario: patty.hajdu@parl.gc.ca 
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